A Story of Three Widows (Ruth 1:8-18) 
Proposition: Everyone of us can find our own lives in the account of 
these three widows. 

I. A Hindering Widow (Vs. 8-13) 

A. She was Sought for Help (Vs. 6-7) 

B. She was a Source of Hindrance (Vs. 8-13) 

II. A Halting Widow (Vs. 14) 

A. She Relented to a Faulty Plea (Vs. 14b) 

B. She Remained in a Forsaken Place (Vs. 14b) 

III. A Hoping Widow (Vs. 15-18) 

A. The Hope of a New Life (Vs. 16a-d) 

B. The Hope of a New Lord (Vs. 16e-f) 

C. The Hope of a New Loyalty (Vs. 17) 
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1) 1 Corinthians 4:9 For I think that God hath set forth us the 
apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a 
spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. The word 
spectacle indicates a stage. 


2) ...that brought Naomi to Moab in the first place. Living for the 
flesh. And now it attempting to drive two desperately lost 
women away from God. Robert Ingersoll, the infidel notorious 
for his attacks on the Bible, had a godly aunt. He sent her a copy 
of one of his books against the Bible. In the flyleaf he wrote: "If 
all Christians had lived like Aunt Sarah perhaps this book would 
have never been written." There are many people going to hell 
because of people who are going to heaven. Many believers live 
a life that is repealing rather than appealing. They are a blight to 
the name of Christ rather than a light for the cause of Christ. 
Dick Sheppard said, "The greatest handicap the Church has is 
the unsatisfactory lives of professing Christians." 


1) one who turns away from God and rejects Him as their Saviour. 


2) ...white knuckles and clinched teeth walk out the church doors 
lost and on their way to destruction. 


3) ...not one person in hell was ever destined or designated to go 
there. Every one could have been saved, but like Orpah, they 
refused that salvation of God. 




I CJ^^v-C^O^-^ 



A^« 0V 


X*-c£ - 


SXa o^-tSuta /t^a x-oaD /w -4-^^uJJaa^ cW/4 
/v-^^ . 3>^ i/^x-sA x^c^cJt La. X-^i ibzJL^QxsJU 

c^d o LJsl \jbtf~' aSLq 0^ ^^J^iu>z \sajuLL 




<^C*<nJt*4^ \&\ ou(lXe^jL<$A AJ^AjXd) Xu5^U,C\ 

0W<$uJ OC^fcuec) ca^UU^O j^i^ y>^ Ja^ pAg-ftA . kfay ofri 
I^JUcL, ULLA J^ (&M-4 hMO *UJLq ov^&&l<) uM 


1) ...2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new. A man was speaking on a street corner and said, 
"Socialism will give you a new job. Socialism will give you a new 
house. Socialism will give you a new coat to wear. Can anyone 
tell me anything that is better than that?" An old man stepped 
forward and said, "Yes, I can! Salvation in Jesus Christ! Salvation 
will put a new man on the job; salvation will put a new man in 
the house and a new man in the coat." 


2) ...lives we worshiped the gods of riches, recreation, and 
reputation. But with the free gift of salvation, we have a new 
Lord and master. We are drawn to the things that interest Him. 
We bow at the feet of our redeemer and not to the god's of this 
world. 


3) ...hopelessness and emptiness. For the child of God there is 
nothing behind us, but everything before us! 


